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I.  CHANGES  IN  REGULATIONS 

GOVERNING  STUDENTS  IN  OBERmT  COLLEGE 

w ILL I 

The  purpose  of  this  statement  is  to  present  clearly 
and  accurately  the  recent  changes  in  the  regulations  gov- 
erning students  in  Oberlin  College  and  to  give  the  reasons 
underlying  these  changes. 

The  two  main  matters  concerned  are  the  regulations 
in  regard  to  the  use  of  tobacco  by  students,  and  the  gen- 
eral recreational  program  including  the  question  of  social 
dancing  by  men  and  women.  The  changes  here  recorded 
have  been  decided  upon  after  mature  deliberation  and 
special  study  of  the  problems  involved,  by  faculty  and  stu- 
dents, acting  through  joint  committees.  The  present  form 
of  the  regulations  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  faculty,  the 
representative  student  organizations,  and  the  general  stu- 
dent body,  and  they  are  cordially  pledged  to  hearty  sup- 
port of  the  legislation  in  its  new  form  for  the  trial  period 
of  three  years. 

A.  REPORT  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON 
TOBACCO  LEGISLATION 

The  Joint  Committee  of  the  Men’s  Senate  and  General 
Faculty,  after  careful  consideration  of  all  phases  of  the 
question,  is  convinced  that  the  time  has  come  to  change 
the  college  regulation  concerning  the  use  of  tobacco  by  stu- 
dents. The  Committee  desires  that  Oberlin  shall  continue 
the  attitude  of  discouraging  smoking  among  students,  but 
believes  that  to  this  end  a program  of  persistent  education 
of  new  students  on  the  subject  is  preferable  to  continuance 
of  the  policy  of  mere  prohibition.  In  accordance  with  this 
feeling  the  following  recommendations  are  submitted  for 
the  consideration  of  the  General  Faculty: 
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1.  That  from  the  present  regulation,  which  required 
students  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  liquor,  the 
word  “tobacco”  be  dropped. 

2.  That  a new  regulation  concerning  tobacco  be  en- 
acted, reading  as  follows: 

Students  are  required  to  abstain  from  the  use  of 

tobacco  in  all  college  buildings,  except  dormitories  and 

the  dormitory  portions  of  the  Men’s  Building,  and  on  all 

college  grounds,  including  the  athletic  fields. 

3.  That  from  the  pledge  required  of  men  at  admission 
the  reference  to  tobacco  be  omitted. 

4.  That  the  College  request  students  to  refrain  from 
smoking  in  public  when  away  from  Oberlin  on  trips  as 
members  of  representative  teams  or  clubs,  spectators  at 
athletic  contests,  or  in  other  distinctively  college  groups. 

5.  That  the  student  organizations,  especially  the  Men’s 
Senate,  join  in  establishing  and  fostering  a tradition  that 
smoking  be  confined  to  the  men’s  rooms  and  the  outskirts 
of  Oberlin,  and  especially  that  it  be  prevented  from  becom- 
ing a compulsory  social  habit. 

6.  That  the  Men’s  Senate  and  the  college  authorities 
join  in  undertaking  to  present  to  the  new  men  each  year 
the  objections,  hygienic,  economic,  and  other,  to  the  use  of 
tobacco  by  persons  of  college  age. 

7.  That  the  modifications  of  the  regulation  here  pro- 
posed go  into  effect  after  acceptance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  new  plan  by  the  Men’s  Senate  and  the  men  of  the  stu- 
dent body,  and  a declaration  of  the  willingness  of  the  men 
to  cooperate  as  a body  in  the  support  of  the  policy  hereby 
adopted.  (See  Note  following.) 

8.  That  the  modifications  of  the  regulation  here  pro- 
posed be  in  effect  for  a trial  period  of  three  ye'ars ; that  in  the 
spring  of  1922-23  the  whole  question  of  dealing  with  the 
use  of  tobacco  by  students  come  up  automatically  for  re- 
view and  any  necessary  change;  but  that  this  provision  for 
automatic  review  may  not  be  interpreted  as  barring  a re- 
consideration of  the  whole  question  or  any  of  its  details  at 
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any  earlier  time  that  it  may  seem  wise  to  the  Faculty  to 
do  so. 

[Note. — The  above  regulations  were  adopted  by  the 
Faculty,  November  11,  1919,  were  accepted  by  the  Men’s 
Senate,  November  11,  1919,  were  accepted  by  vote  of  the 
men  of  the  College,  November  13,  1919,  and  public  an- 
nouncement was  made  at  the  College  Chapel  exercises  No- 
vember 14,  1919,  that  the  new  regulations  were  that  day 
in  effect.] 

B.  THE  RECREATIONAL  PROGRAM 

[Note:  The  situation  that  the  Recreational  Program 
is  designed  to  meet  was  partly  described  in  a Report  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Women’s  Board,  published  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  Oberlin  College  for  191G-1917,  and  the  recom- 
mendations made  therein  were  the  result  of  a comprehen- 
sive study  of  student  life  in  American  Colleges.  The  sug- 
gested program,  it  should  be  noted,  includes  much  more 
than  permission  for  and  the  regulation  of  social  dancing 
by  students,  and  was  adopted  in  view  of  all  the  facts  in  the 
local  situation  at  Oberlin  and  of  information  collected  by 
the  joint  committee  from  about  ninety  institutions  of  dif- 
ferent types.] 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  report  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Women’s  Board  referred  to  above,  as  an  intro- 
duction to  the  Recreational  Program  that  has  been  adopted : 

“ The  nation-wide  interest  in  recreation  and  the  rec- 
ognition of  its  educational  value  make  it  suitable  that 
the  College  should  plan  for  this  means  of  enriching  the 
life  of  its  students. 

“ In  Oberlin  the  social  life  of  the  students  centers 
largely  in  the  boarding  houses.  On  the  whole,  this 
has  been  desirable  and  furnishes  much  of  the  distinctive 
charm  of  the  Oberlin  life,  but  it  has  its  perils  and  limi- 
tations and  needs  to  be  supplemented,  especially  when  the 
group  is  small  and  not  congenial  and  where  one  or  two 
upper  class  men  are  isolated  among  younger  students. 
There  is  danger  of  too  great  freedom  and  lack  of  dignity 
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because  of  the  very  intimacy  of  the  life.  It  is  also  diffi- 
cult to  combine  the  good  times  of  the  household  with  suit- 
able conditions  for  receiving  calls.  Furthermore,  the  nat- 
ural desire  ‘to  get  out  in  the  free  hour  after  dinner  and 
do  something’  tends  to  make  people  restless.  On  the 
physical  side,  especially  to  relieve  nervous  strain,  there 
is  need  for  exercise  in  the  form  of  play,  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  -relax  and  lose  self-consciousness;  here  lies  the 
value  of  real  amusements  as  contrasted  with  lectures  and 
formal  social  engagements.  For  ‘ the  socially  available  ’ 
men  and  women  there  should  be  something  more  whole- 
some than  picture-shows  and  evening  strolls.  For  the 
student  who  is  isolated  or  timid  or  abnormal  there 
should  be  opportunity  to  be  with  other  men  or  women 
in  informal  companionship,  to  meet  and  know  the  other 
sex  in  a natural,  spontaneous,  and  yet  impersonal  way, 
and  to  carry  a certain  amount  of  responsibility  for  oth- 
ers’ enjoyment  and  so  learn  to  forget  one’s  self. 

“ These  recreational  needs  must  be  met  by  plans 
for  the  life  of  the  men  by  themselves,  for  the  life  of  the 
women,  and  for  men  and  women  together  both  formally 
and  informally.  In  this  study  we  include  merely  informal 
social  life.  Formal  occasions  are  not  essentially  recrea- 
tional and  do  not  call  for  any  equipment  other  than  that 
which  is  under  the  recreational  needs,  to  be  listed  later. 
The  requirements  for  the  men  are  being  considered  by 
other  committees.  For  the  women  there  should  be  pro- 
vided in  all  the  larger  halls  a recreation  room  for  women 
alone,  distinct  from  the  parlors  which  are  open  to  men. 
There  should  be  also  a center  open  every  evening  to  all 
women  with  some  simple  entertainment  planned  and  a 
different  committee  as  hostesses  each  evening.  This  would 
make  possible  the  further  development  of  class  fellow- 
ship, of  the  organization  of  the  town  girls,  general  sings 
and  other  forms  of  social  comradeship.  Further  athletic 
development  would  be  of  help  here.  There  should  be 
gatherings  for  organized  play  for  miscellaneous  groups 
and  places  for  classes,  societies,  and  other  congenial 
groups  to  meet  under  influences  which  guard  against 
crudeness  and  undue  familiarity.  For  couples  and  groups 
of  couples  there  should  be  quiet  places  to  talk  other  than 
the  street  and  a chance  to  do  things  together,  which  is 
the  ‘ best  safeguard  against  unwholesome  sentimentality.’ 
Rooms  for  games  and  reading,  and  small  entertaining 
in  groups  would  provide  this  opportunity.” 
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As  finally  adopted  October  31,  1919,  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  contains  the  following  provisions : 

1.  The  adoption  of  a recreational  program,  the  de- 
tails of  which  are  separately  specified  later  in  this  report. 

2.  The  appointment  by  the  College  of  a recreational 
director  who  shall  be  of  faculty  rank,  and  whose  duties 
shall  be  the  general  direction  of  social  recreation  for  stu- 
dents. 

3.  That  a permanent  place  be  provided  to  serve  as  a 
recreational  center  and  that  it  be  equipped  with  a bowling 
alley,  game  room,  billiard  room,  kitchen,  small  dining  room, 
small  parlor,  large  room  with  floor  suitable  for  roller  skat- 
ing and  dancing,  and  a theatre  for  moving  pictures  and 
amateur  theatricals.  [Not  yet  provided.] 

4.  That  the  basement  of  Rice  Hall,  together  with 
Warner  Court,  be  used  for  the  present  as  a recreational 
center.  This  would  involve  redecorating  the  walls  and 
ceiling,  waxing  the  floor,  providing  curtains  for  windows, 
and  fixtures  for  the  lights.  There  would  need  to  be  per- 
haps a half  dozen  rugs,  some  twenty  chairs,  window  seats 
along  the  walls,  etc.  The  estimated  cost  of  these  changes 
is  $954. 

5.  That  this  room  be  open  every  night,  except  Sun- 
day, from  6 :30  to  8 :00,  and  be  used,  under  the  direction 
of  the  recreational  leader,  for  dancing,  roller  skating,  class 
parties,  and  for  other  forms  of  recreation.  It  is  suggested 
that  such  annual  events  as  Hallow-e’en  and  St.  Valentine’s 
day  be  made  the  occasion  for  an  all-university  party.  War- 
ner Court  might  be  used  for  amateur  plays,  college  sings, 
readings,  etc.,  in  the  spring  and  fall. 

6.  The  more  adequate  lighting  of  the  Campus  and  the 
providing  of  the  Campus  with  seats. 

7.  The  adoption  of  the  following  specific  recommen- 
dations which  have  to  do  primarily  with  the  introduction 
of  mixed  dancing  as  a part  of  the  recreational  program : 
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a.  That  one  of  the  class  parties  each  semester  may 
he  a dance,  expenses  of  which  are  to  be  met  by  those 
attending  the  dance. 

b.  That  these  parties  in  the  second  semester  of  the 
Junior  and  Senior  years  may  take  the  form  of  “ proms/' 
the  expenses  of  which  are  to  be  limited  to  a moderate 
sum  and  borne  by  those  attending  the  dance. 

c.  That  students  registered  strictly  in  the  Conser- 
vatory may  combine  classes  for  one  conservatory  dance 
each  semester. 

d.  Importation  of  either  men  or  ’fromen  is  in  gen- 
eral considered  unwise,  but  may  be  permitted  in  special 
cases  upon  approval  by  the  Dean  of  Women.  For  the^best 
interests  of  the  college  life  it  seems  wise  to  restrict,  the 
class  dances,  in  so  far  as  practicable,  to  members  of  the 
respective  classes.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  commit- 
tees in  charge  to  see  that  all  men  and  women  who  wish 
to  attend  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so  through  proper 
introductions. 

e.  That  dancing  in  boarding  houses  be  prohibited  and 
that  no  boarding  house  or  other  student  group  may  en- 
tertain with  dancing  except  at  the  recreational  center. 
Class  dances  are  an  exception  to  this  provision.  The  rec- 
reational center  may  be  reserved  by  boarding  houses  and 
other  groups  provided  they  include  approximately  fifty 
couples.  Requests  for  reservation  of  the  recreational  cen- 
ter must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  not  later  than  noon  of  the  Monday  preceding 
the  date  desired. 

f.  In  view  of  the  recreational  program  proposed  it 
is  requested  that  all  students  refrain  from  engaging  in 
mixed  dancing  except  as  provided  by  the  recreational 
program  or  such  entertaining  with  dancing  on  Saturday 
evenings  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Deans  of  Women;  it 
is  further  requested  that  faculty  members  and  towns- 
people confine  such  entertainment  as  may  include  dancing 
to  Saturday  evenings. 

g.  That  modifications  of  all  regulations  involved  in 
the  recreational  program  here  proposed  shall  go  into 
effect  only  after  an  acceptance  of  the  provisions  included 
in  the  new  plan  by  both  Student  Senates  and  by  the 
men  and  women  of  the  College,  and  a declaration  on  the 
part  of  these  groups  of  willingness  and  intention  to  coop- 
erate with  the  faculty  in  carrying  out  the  plan  proposed 
in  this  report.  (See  Note  below.) 


h.  That  the  recreational  program  here  proposed 
shall  be  in  effect  for  a period  of  three  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1922-23  the  whole  matter  of  the  working  of  the 
plan  shall  come  up  automatically  for  consideration  and 
necessary  change.  But  this  provision  for  the  automatic 
review  of  the  question  shall  not  be  interpreted  as  barring 
the  raising  of  either  the  whole  question  or  any  part  of  its 
details  at  any  earlier  time  that  it  may  seem  wise  to  the 
faculty  to  do  so. 

i.  That  it  as  the  desire  of  the  faculty  that  the  intro- 
duction of  the  proposed  recreation  hour  shall  not  operate 
to  crowd  any  outside  activities  that  now  begin  before 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  into  the  time  after  that  hour, 
and  that  the  faculty  will  in  general  not  consent  to  trans- 
fers of  that  sort. 

j.  That  the  time,  place,  and  chaperones  for  all 
dances  be  approved  in  advance  by  the  Deans  of  Women. 

k.  That  a Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Deans 

of  Men  and  Women  and  four  members  of  the  faculty  or 
members  of  faculty  families,  be  elected  by  the  General 
Faculty,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of 
directors  to  pass  on  all  policies  of  the  recreational  pro- 
gram. The  Board  of  Directors  for  the  year  1919-20  is  as 
follows:  Mrs.  Hatch,  Mr.  Holmes,  Miss  Hosford,  Mrs. 

Miller,  Miss  Nash,  Mr.  Nicol,  Mr.  Ward. 

[Note. — The  recreational  program  was  adopted  by  the 
Faculty  October  31,  1919,  was  accepted  by  the  Men’s  Sen- 
ate November  3,  1919,  was  accepted  by  the  Women’s  Sen- 
ate November  3,  1919,  was  accepted  by  the  men  and  women 
of  the  College  November  12,  1919,  and  public  announcement 
was  made  at  the  College  Chapel  exercises  November  13, 
1919,  that  the  provisions  of  the  new  program  were  that  day 
in  effect.] 
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II.  THE  REASONS  FOR  THE  CHANGES  MADE 

PRESIDENT  KING 

The  preceding  accounts  show  exactly  what  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  two  regulations  as  to  dancing  and 
the  use  of  tobacco.  These  details  I need  not  discuss,  except 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  changes  contemplate 
something  much  more  positive  than  the  mere  repeal  of  two 
previous  prohibitions. 

I am  however  most  anxious  that  all  the  alumni  and 
friends  of  the  College  should  understand  what  seem  to  me 
to  be  the  broad  moral  grounds  of  the  action  taken  by  the 
College  and  of  the  changes  involved.  I am  consequently 
presenting  here  a statement  of  these  grounds.  Most  of  this 
statement  was  written  after  careful  deliberation  last  spring 
in  France.  It  expressed  my  mature  judgment  then,  when  I 
was  in  a situation  from  which  I could  view  the  problem  at  a 
distance  and  in  the  large.  It  expresses  my  best  judgment 
now,  when  I have  reviewed  the  problem  on  the  ground  and 
in  the  light  of  faculty  and  student  discussion.  The  alumni 
and  friends  of  Oberlin  may  be  sure  that  I have  not  hastily 
or  thoughtlessly  taken  the  position  here  indicated.  I have 
not  defended  for  forty  years  the  regulations,  now  changed 
in  form,  without  learning  something  of  the  limitations,  as 
well  as  the  value,  of  simple  prohibitions.  I ask  thoughtful 
consideration,  therefore,  for  those  principles  which  seem  to 
me  to  underlie  the  changed  legislation,  in  order  that  the 
issues  involved  may  be  viewed  without  exaggeration  on 
either  side. 

1.  We  have  always  held  at  Oberlin  that  all  our  regu- 
lations sought  sincerely  only  the  students’  own  good;  and 
that  external  regulations  — while  unavoidable  in  any 
ordered  community  life — should  be  as  few  as  consistent 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  students  themselves.  This 
calls  for  more  or  less  constant  change  in  college  legislation. 
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2.  It  follows  that  the  very  existence  of  unnecessary 
regulation,  or  of  regulation  that  seems  to  the  students  to 
extend  to  matters  where  they  themselves  should  be  judges, 
may  be  expected  to  put  students  into  a wrong  attitude, — 
not  one  of  cordial  cooperation  with  the  Faculty  in  secur- 
ing the  best  college  life.  This  too  may  naturally  call  for 
revision  of  regulations  from  time  to  time.  If  this  need  is 
quite  disregarded,  an  antagonistic  or  dishonest  attitude 
(like  that  of  many  people  toward  declaring  dutiable  goods 
at  customs,  or  telling  the  truth  as  to  taxes)  is  likely  grad- 
ually to  spread  from  the  regulation  resented  to  the  entire 
body  of  college  legislation. 

3.  To  some  degree,  no  doubt,  the  present  restiveness, 
throughout  the  college  world,  is  part  of  a general  restless- 
ness everywhere  manifest,  and  also  of  a wide-spread  legit- 
imate desire  for  larger  self-determination.  Neither  of 
these  factors  can  wisely  be  left  out  of  account  in  our  pres- 
ent plans  for  the  college  life;  and  at  various  points  they 
indicate  the  wisdom  of  replacing  external  legislation  by  in- 
fluence and  suggestion, — always  the  best  and  final  means 
if  they  can  be  effectively  employed. 

4.  This  means  that  much  that  we  might  in  itself  regard 
as  desirable  for  the  students  can  not  wisely  be  put  into  reg- 
ulations, but  must  be  left  to  community  tradition  and  per- 
sonal influence. 

Thus,  for  example,  the  reasons  why  it  is  well  for  grow- 
ing youth  to  abstain  altogether  from  the  use  of  tobacco 
still  seem  to  me  to  be  abundant,  and  such  as  I have  often 
set  forth,  and  as  are  only  emphasized  by  my  observation 
this  last  year.  But  the  College  has  probably  passed  the 
time,  w^hen  it  is  wise  to  attempt  to  control  the  matter  by 
direct  regulation,  entirely  forbidding  the  use  of  tobacco. 
The  wide-spread  change  in  general  sentiment  concerning 
dancing  suggests  the  wisdom  of  a similar  procedure  upon 
that  question. 

5.  As  to  the  regulation  concerning  tobacco,  I have 
been  influenced  myself  by  my  own  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hall’s 
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strong  feeling  in  favor  of  the  tobacco  regulation.  But  in 
general  it  is  of  course  true  that  money  gifts  ought  not  to 
determine  our  regulations,  but  solely  regard  for  the  good 
of  the  entire  college  life.  And  Mr.  Hall?s  executor,  Mr.  H. 
H.  Johnson,  feels  that  the  very  fact  that  Mr.  Hall  did  not 
condition  his  gifts,  in  spite  of  his  strong  feeling  in  this 
matter,  meant  that  he  recognized  that  those  having  respon- 
sibility at  any  given  time  must  decide  for  that  time  what 
the  best  interests  of  the  College  require.  Change  is  thus 
not  precluded  at  this  point. 

G.  Moreover,  it  is  a cardinal  part  of  a true  philosophy 
of  life,  that  the  ends  of  education  and  of  life  are  finally 
achieved  in  the  proportion  in  which  one  personally  shares 
in  the  great  intellectual  and  spiritual  achievements  of  the 
race;  and  so  has  come  to  insights,  convictions,  ideals,  and 
decisions,  which  are  truly  his  own.  External  regulation, 
therefore, — while  it  has  its  inevitable  place  — can,  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  go  but  a very  little  way  in  securing  the 
ends , for  which  a college  exists. 

When , thus,  particular  negative  regulations  are,  by 
changing  circumstances,  made  especially  prominent,  they 
tend  necessarily  to  receive  a relative  importance  originally 
neither  desired  nor  intended,  and  to  become  unwarrantably 
exalted  into  standards  of  conduct  for  which  they  are  quite 
unfitted.  I cannot  doubt  that  the  regulations  concerning 
dancing  and  the  use  of  tobacco  had  reached  that  point. 
Perhaps  the  clearest  evidence  that  this  is  so,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  simple  fact,  that  a number  of  friends  of  the  College 
seem  ready  to  make  the  presence  or  absence  in  our  regu- 
lations of  these  two  prohibitions  — rather  than  positive 
evidence  of  its  Christian  spirit  and  influence  — the  sole 
test  of  whether  Oberlin  is  to  be  regarded  as  a thoroughly 
Christian  college  or  has  abandoned  high  Christian  stand- 
ards and  ideals.  Now,  such  exaltation  of  external  stand- 
ards cannot  for  an  instant  be  justified,  and  it  is  a matter  of 
serious  concern  to  the  College  that  this  utterly  dispropor- 
tionate emphasis  on  external  negations  should  be  changed. 
For  this  serious  disadvantage  of  external  regulation  may 
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become  so  manifest  in  a given  case,  as  quite  to  offset  the 
advantage  sought  of  a temporary  guarding  of  the  less 
thoughtful,  particularly  in  the  case  of  persons  of  college 
age.  For  we  now  have  no  Academy  students. 

7.  As  concerns  the  students  themselves,  I am  inclined 
to  believe,  therefore, — having  particular  reference  to  our 
regulations  concerning  tobacco  and  dancing  — that  the 
College  may  well  go,  and  go  cordially,  over  to  a new 
method  of  procedure, — actually  more  fundamentally,  in 
accord  with  its  own  established  moral  and  religious  prin- 
ciples ; by  which  these  and  other  similar  matters,  are  com- 
mitted to  the  conscience  and  judgment  of  the  individual, 
naturally  instructed  by  the  social  sanctions  of  the  usages 
of  good  society,  and  the  recognized  standards  of  good  taste 
and  of  good  morals.  That  would  mean  that  the  external 
detailed  regulations  should  be  reduced  to  a minimum; 
and  this  necessary  minimum  of  mechanism  might  well  be 
committed  to  student  initiative  and  management,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  faculty.  There  would  be  training  in 
democratic  self-government,  thus,  in  the  very  process  of 
education. 

At  the  same  time  it  should  be  clearly  recognized  that 
the  College  necessarily  includes  in  its  life  and  organiza- 
tion a teaching  body,  and  — in  its  Trustees  — a body  rep- 
resenting alumni  and  the  general  community  constituency, 
as  well  as  the  student  body;  and  so  finds  its  place  in  the 
whole  fabric  of  the  national  and  world  life  of  the  time. 
The  primary  responsibility  manifestly  lies  upon  Trustees 
and  faculty. 

8.  As  concerns  the  relationship  of  this  wider  con- 
stituency to  the  College,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
wholesome  college  conditions  and  growth  require  that  upon 
secondary  questions,  in  regard  to  which  the  best  Christian 
sentiment  is  divided,  the  organized  life  of  the  College  should 
be  in  reasonable  accord  with  the  convictions  and  ideals  of 
this  constituency  of  alumni  and  friends;  and  should  not  be 
such  at  any  point  as  to  put  a constant  strain  upon  their 
loyalty  and  good-will.  And  I think  it  must  be  admitted 
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that  some  of  the  older  regulations  of  the  College  had  be- 
come open  to  criticism  at  that  point.  We  cannot  hope  for 
absolute  agreement  concerning  any  method  of  procedure, 
but  the  method  adopted  should  show  at  least  general 
harmony  between  the  policies  of  the  College  and  its  sup- 
porting constituency. 

9.  Moreover,  as  concerns  the  general  reputation  of 
the  College,  it  is  plain  that  what  almost  inevitably  seems 
like  undue  emphasis  upon  negative  regulations,  easily  leads 
to  misinterpretation  of  the  real  spirit  of  the  College  and  to 
false  and  derogatory  judgments  of  its  whole  life.  The 
College  has  great  positive  educational  and  Christian  ideals 
to  stand  for,  and  these  alone  are  vital  to  it.  As  a matter 
of  fact,  its  whole  philosophy  from  the  beginning  of  its 
teaching  has  been  non-ascetic  (while  at  the  same  time  it 
recognized  fully  the  demand  for  a self-discipline  that 
should  put  subordinate  goods  in  a subordinate  place).  It 
has  been  unfortunate  that  that  fact  should  have  been  ob- 
scured and  almost  denied  by  the  interpretation  put  on 
some  of  its  regulations.  Now,  it  is  right  and  wise  that  the 
College  should  free  itself  from  constant  occasion  for  mis- 
understanding as  to  its  standards  and  ideals;  for  this  is  a 
matter  of  vital  importance. 

10.  The  whole  aim  of  all  our  college  arrangements 
may  be  said  to  be  to  secure  in  all  its  life  “ mental  and 
spiritual  fellowship  among  men  and  mental  and  spirit- 
ual independence  on  the  part  of  the  individual.”  Both 
are  alike  essential  to  all  true  and  rounded  living.  And 
where  both  are  genuinely  present,  whatever  the  machinery 
of  government,  there  the  largest  and  freest  education  is  pos- 
sible. Nothing  else  is  of  prime  importance.  The  prom- 
inence inevitably  given  by  certain  of  our  regulations  to 
prohibitions  has  tended  to  defeat  in  part  these  two  great 
essentials.  The  impossibility  of  a strict  enforcement  of 
the  rule  against  smoking  without  a kind  of  espionage,  whol- 
ly undesirable  and  which  we  have  never  used,  is  an  illus- 
tration. 
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11.  Few  things  came  out  more  clearly  in  the  war 
than  that  great  multitudes  of  both  British  and  American 
soldiers  thought  of  Christianity  as  chiefly  demanding  cer- 
tain negations  coupled  with  church  attendance.  Every 
Christian  institution  must  make  certain  that  that  gross 
misconception  of  Christian  ideal  and  faith  has  no  chance 
to  continue.  On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been,  since  the 
armistice,  an  equally  mistaken  and  widespread  tendency  to 
cast  off  all  restraint.  This,  too,  must  be  resisted.  Oberlin 
College  wishes  to  make  it  xfiain  that,  on  the  one  hand,  it 
nowhere  adopts  the  ascetic  principle,  that  the  body  is  evil 
per  se  or  that  self-denial  is  an  end  in  itself;  but  that  it 
does  not  forget,  on  the  other  hand,  that  no  worthy  goal  can 
be  attained  without  self-discipline,  as  all  education  im- 
plies. The  College  believes,  therefore,  that  farsighted  and 
unselfish  men  will  take  on  understandingly  and  whole- 
heartedly all  that  self-descipline  that  is  valuable  for  the 
individual  himself,  for  personal  efficiency,  as  physical, 
mental  and  moral  hygiene,  all  that  self-discipline  which, 
though  the  individual  himself  may  not  feel  its  need,  is 
fairly  demanded  by  the  good  of  the  whole  community;  and 
all  the  self-discipline  that  is  further  involved  in  the  full 
subordination  of  all  the  lesser  goods  to  the  greater,  and  in 
the  clear  recognition  that  a man  is  made  for  heroic  service, 
and  cannot  himself  be  largely  and  finally  satisfied  in  pas- 
sive self-indulgence.  The  change  in  regulations  means  no 
change  in  that  conviction.  , 

12.  I distinctly  recognize  that  many  good  friends  of 
the  College  will  regret  that  the  College  should  take  the 
step  here  recommended,  but  I hope  that  they  may  see  and 
believe  that  the  question  is  one  of  the  mechanism  of  the 
College  — not  of  its  essenj:al  spirit  ; and  that  the  change 
looks  to  a positive  and  constructive  dealing  with  the  whole 
college  life,  that  we  trust  will  give  us  in  the  end  more,  not 
less,  wholesome  general  conditions. 


16 


